% Wai Yin

,\ Chinese Women Society

Serving the community

History of Wai Yin and the
Chinese communlty
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Wai Yin Chinese Women Society has been established since 1988, but the
Chinese community has been established in Manchester for much longer.
In this leaflet, we have charted the history of Wai Yin and the surrounding
Chinese community.
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The first Chinese restaurant opened, the Ping
Hong in Mosley Street.
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‘Between ‘60s and ‘70s...

By 1960 sixteen more restaurants were open and the boom continued.
In 1962 the Willow Garden opened with a capacity of 600, whilst Kwok
Man (1972), Charlie Chan’s (1973), the Woo Sang (1976) and the Yang
Sing (1978), followed.
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Eastern Horizon - Manchester’s first Chinese

il language radio programme and began
B broadcasting. Acting as a communication channel
between the Chinese community and the host
society, community interests are raised and aired.
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1987

The Ming Dynasty Imperial Arch was
erected, which represents the surrounding
shops and restaurants on Nicholas Street,
Faulkner Street and George Street. At the
same year, Chinese Health Information
Centre founded.
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1988

: FLE:L"_’ I \Vai Yin Chinese Women Society founded on 5th

e o December by Amy Lai, Sylvia Howe, Josephine
o - Chan, Anne Yuen and Juanita Yau. It has become

the largest Chinese community centre in the UK.
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1989

The Chinese Art Centre was opened, aims to develop
an infrastructure that allows Chinese arts to flourish.
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1990

Wai Yin is awarded first successful funding !
application from BBC’s Children in Need to provide &
outings for children and their mothers.
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1991

Wai Yin rented first office in Portland
Street, offering a drop-in service and one

classroom.
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1992

Successfully applied for three year funding from Consortium of
Opportunities for Volunteering. For the first time Wai Yin had enough
money to sustain itself beyond a few months.
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i 1993

Wai Yin moved to larger premises, the second
floor of 36 Charlotte Street.

E 043t 21 76 36 Charlotte Street— 1 g K 11 3
N2

N Ro

1995

Wai Yin moved out of Charlotte Street and went to Spear Street in

the Northern Quarter.The new offices were much better and more
importantly, there was proper disabled access with the consideration of
the newly passed Disability Discrimination Act.
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1996

Wai Yin secured first funding from National Lottery, worth £300,000 for

three years.Three project workers, Elderly Project, Youth Project and

Children’s project are appointed with the First Centre Manager. At the

same year, Elderly Luncheon club started — 2 days per week.
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1997

Moved back to Charlotte Street because many people complained that
Spear Street premises were too far from Chinatown.
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1998

Wai Yin celebrated its 10th year
3 anniversary.
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1999

Wai Yin received second round of
National Lottery funding for another
three years. After receiving Mental

Health Grant for Chinese and Vietnamese
Communities, the staff now number 14
in total.
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2000

First Wai Yin minibus bought with New
Opportunities Fund Grant.
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2002

Wai Yin achieved the Investors in People
award, and renewed twice since.
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2003

HSBC has opened a branch in the Oldham Road,
| next to the Wing Yip superstore, aimed at the

: region’s 30,000-strong Chinese community.
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2004

Wai Yin won the “Services to the
Community Award” at the National Pearl
Awards in London.
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Opening of the Sheung Lok Chinese Elderly Day Centre
at Grosvenor Centre, for isolated and often lonely
people to meet and socialize; to come out of their
homes and be active.
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2007

Set up partnership with other Black and Minority
Ethnic (BME) organizations, such as Pakistani
Resource Centre and African and Caribbean Mental
Health Service.
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2008

In February, Wai Yin was awarded Grade 2 by
OFSTED for their education service.In June, the
Learning and Skills Council awarded Wai Yin their
“Embracing Diversity Award” and their “Provider
Excellence Award” And we achieved the Matrix

* Quality Assessment Kite-Mark in August.
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Women across the world celebrate 100 ",“
years of International Women'’s Day. A

Wai Yin celebrated the achievements ]3¢ Bt
of Chinese women, especially in '
Manchester, in the last twenty years,
with over 40 staffs and 100 volunteers.
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Today, Great Manchester’s nearly 30,000 descendants of Chinese
immigrants constitute England’s highest Chinese population outside
London. Chinese population is now estimated 40,000 including a great
part of overseas students who are studying in Manchester.
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Serving the community

1st Floor, 61 Mosley Street, Manchester, M2 3HZ
(T)0161 2375908 (F) 0161 228 3096
(E) info@waiyin.org.uk (W) www.waiyin.org.uk



